
                                                                                                                              
      
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Visit our Website     http://www.apibakersfield.org        Hosted by Aera Energy LLC 

The SJV Chapter  of API  meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Amer ican Legion, Post 26. 

 

 

GENERAL DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008 

 
SPEAKER: Sam Aunai, Vicki Herder, and  
          Henry Young of Taft College 
TOPIC: Taft College Vocational Education   
     Program for the Energy Industry 
PLACE:  American Legion Hall 
               2020 H St., Bakersfield, CA 
TIME:     Social Hour:  6:00 p.m. 
              Tech. Session: 6:30 p.m. 
               Dinner:        7:00 p.m. 
               Speaker:  8:00 p.m. 
               Price:          $20 
 
Social Hour sponsored by Jim Roberts of 
Global Elastomeric Products. 
 
Please call or email Julie Grassi with your 
name and your menu choice (steak or 
chicken) by MONDAY January 14th. Phone: 
654-7576; E-mail: jgrassi@chevron.com 

 
Guest Speakers:  Sam Aunai, Vicki Herder  and  
   Henry Young 
Biography  
Sam Aunai is the Coordinator for Vocational Education 
and an Adjunct Instructor at Taft College. 
 
Vicki Herder is a Counselor, Tech Prep Coordinator, and 
Title V Project Coordinator at Taft College. 
 
Henry Young is Vice President of Instruction for Taft 
College. 
 
Topic:     Taft College Vocational Education   
     Program for  the Energy Industry  
There is a need in the energy industry for qualified 
individuals in all capacities and positions.  Taft College is 
proposing to implement a Vocational Energy Program 
whereby successful students will be able to recognize 
examples of technology used in the drilling for and the 
production of oil and gas, and will be able to evaluate the 

earth's oil potential and select appropriate technology 
necessary to locate and extract oil at a profit. 
 
The course is designed to promote an understanding of the 
various problems encountered in the production of crude 
oil, and the equipment and techniques used in overcoming 
them.  Production methods, pumps, sand and water 
problems, tubing and casing tests, and sub surface mapping 
will be covered. 
 
 
TECHNICAL SESSION 
Speaker : Paul Barnes – Aera Energy Company, LLC 
Paul Barnes currently serves as lead chemical reliability 
engineer with Aera Energy at Belridge for both subsurface 
and surface engineering. Paul started out with Shell Oil 
Company in 1979 at Traverse City, Michigan as a 
production engineer. His career with Shell and Aera has 
included upstream management and technical experience in 
Texas, Michigan, and California. Paul graduated from 
Grove City College in Pennsylvania with a BS in 
Chemistry and received his MS in Chemical Engineering 
from Ohio State University. 
  
Paul has numerous internal and external (JPT, SPE, and 
MER) technical publications relating to the upstream side 
of the industry. 

 
Topic: Reducing Subsurface Well Failures That 
 Require A Maintenance Rig 
Discussion will cover the systems of tracking, monitoring, 
and finding solutions to eliminate failures caused by 
corrosion and other mechanisms primarily in the South 
Belridge Field operations of Aera Energy. 
 
Technical Session Sponsor  for  January: 
THANK YOU !  This month’s Tech Session is sponsored 
by Global Elastomeric Products. There will be a drawing for 
two $50 gift certificates generously donated by Jim Roberts, 
for those who come and actively participate in this learning 
and knowledge sharing event!  
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
Happy New Year Everyone!  As this year’s Chairman of the San 
Joaquin Chapter of the American Petroleum Institute, I welcome 
you to what is sure to be another banner year.  As always, the API 
is geared up to offer you an interesting and informative line up of 
speakers for our General meetings.   
 
In addition to our meetings, we are right around the corner from 
the first highlight of the 2008 season, Black Gold Productions 
presents “The Royal Bachelor.”   It is also never too early to start 
thinking of putting together your teams for the API Golf 
Tournament in May. 
 
We enjoyed record meeting attendance last year and I look 
forward to seeing all of you at the January meeting.  So come 
early, visit during the social hour and get ready to kick off  
the year with the introduction and ratification of your  2008 
Executive Board.  
 
Sincerely,�  
 
Jodi King 
Elco Incorporated 
SJVC Chair 
 
 

2007 Oil Baron and Baroness Crowned 
The 2007 Oil Baron’s Ball was held on Saturday, November 3, 
2007 at the Doubletree Hotel.  It was another sellout as over 500 
people showed up to eat, drink and be merry as they waited to see 
the crowning of this year’s Oil Baron and Baroness.  
 
George Gray was named the Oil Baron of the year and Starlyn 
Brown was crowned the Oil Baroness.  Both are very active 
members of the API and work within the community as 
representatives of the oil industry.   
 

George is an API Board member and has 
chaired the annual golf tournament for 
several years. He can also be found 
helping out at all of the API functions and 
events.  
 
 
 
Starlyn is an API Board member and has 
chaired the budget committee for several 
years . She is the 2008 API Secretary. She 
is also Education Chair on the NACE 
Board and serves as a science fair judge. 
Many of you seen her performing in the 
Black Gold Productions shows and the 
Wildcat Hijinks.  

 
Technical Session Speakers Needed! 
The API is a great organization with many resources for 
networking and sharing information. Come and get the most of 
what the API has to offer and share in “what’s new”  in our 
industry. Come and be a speaker or give us your idea on a topic or 
recommended speaker for our session.  Please contact the 

following for further information and bookings: Randy Adams at 
radams@consrv.ca.gov. 
 
Honorary L ifetime Membership 
We are always seeking others to award with this honor. If you 
know of an individual who has been a member of our chapter for a 
total of ten years, has served on the executive board for five years 
or has contributed to the success of the Chapter and has retired – 
he may be eligible for the honor of lifetime membership.  If you 
are aware of any such individuals who have met these 
requirements, please contact Ron Bender at 829-1368 with your 
nomination. 

Upcoming Events 
 
Black Gold Productions Presents ‘‘The Royal Bachelor ’’  
 
Do you want to have a good time and support a great cause? Well 
here is the perfect ticket. Black Gold Productions Theatre Group, 
a four-time Beautiful Bakersfield Award nominee and Visionary 
Sponsor of the 2007 American Cancer Society’s (ACS) Relay for 
Life, will present “The Royal Bachelor” , a lighthearted musical, 
which will benefit the 2008 ACS Relay for Life.  
 
The Royal Bachelor is Survivor… American Idol… The 
Bachelor… all rolled into one! Mix these popular reality TV 
shows together in a royal setting and you have a hilarious musical! 
Even Simon Cowell would shout “Yes!”  to this hilarious musical 
as the “Royal Bachelor”  finds his true love and saves his kingdom 
from ruin. 
 
There will be five performances at the Norris Road Veterans Hall, 
400 Norris Road, in Oildale: February 29 and March 1 at 7:00 and 
March 7 and 8 at 7:00 pm.  Show tickets are $20 and include an 
API barbecue dinner served at 6:00 pm. 
 

Sunday Matinee is March 2nd at 2:00 pm.  The show ticket is only 
$10. 
 
For more information, or to purchase tickets, contact Mike 
Handren at (661) 330-0423 or go to blackgoldproductions.org  
 
Proceeds benefit the American Cancer Society’s ‘‘Relay for Life’’ .  
The barbecue proceeds benefit the San Joaquin Valley Chapter of 
the American Petroleum Institute’s (API) local scholarship fund. 
 
API  Website 
Go out and visit the API Website at www.apibakersfield.org. 
There are new pictures of events, archived newsletters, and links 
to other informative websites. Dan Tuttle is making steady 
improvements to the site and we will be trying to make it more 
valuable and beneficial to you. We will be coming out with 
advertising banners very soon, so keep on the lookout for them. 
 
Do You Have Any Event Photos? 
If you have any digital photos that you would like to share with 
the newsletter and the website please submit them to Mike 
Handren at mhandren@pxp.com I cannot guarantee that we will 
use every photo that you submit, but I can guarantee that I’d love 
the opportunity to see them and use as many as possible. We are 
really interested in any golf tournament and Oil Baron’s Ball 
photos that anybody may have right now. 



 

 

 Suppor t Our  Adver tisers 
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If you would like to advertise in the API 
Newsletter, submit your business card to 
Mike Handren. The cost of advertising is $30 
per month or $200 for the entire year of ten 
issues of the newsletter. 



 

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
P.O. Box 1064 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
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CHAIRMAN 
Jodi King 
Elco Inc. 
837-4980 

Jking@elcoinc.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Alan White 

Oxy of Elk Hills 
763 6310 

alan_white@oxy.com  
 

TREASURER 
Linda McClard 

Domino Plastics 
396-3744 

lindam@dominoplastics.com 

SECRETARY 
Starlyn Brown 
Clariant Corp 

665-7446 
srbrown@aeraenergy.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Jimmy Dean 
BJ Services 
805-8690 

James_E_Dean@bjservices.com 
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API would like to thank the following for their door 
prizes at the October meeting:  
Total Western, Roger  Putnam; A-C Electr ic, Dave 
Howleth; Braun Electr ic, Tony Castiglione; Naftex, Dave 
Lefler ; API  Golf Committee; McJunkin, Ron Bender ; 
Texaco, Bud Sachs; Pengo, Pierce O’Leary; Stotler  
Company, Dan Stotler ; Pacific Process System, Alan 
George; Braun Electr ic, John Braun; Downhole 
Stabilization, Ron McGowan; BJ Services, Jimmy Dean; 
ELCO, Danny Caraan; Univar , Rober t Armstrong; 
Clar iant, Star lyn Brown; Premier  Equipment Rental, 
Lynn Gudmundson; B& L Casing, Ed Rodr iguez; Wilson, 
Char les McWhor ter ; Anatesco West, Ter ry Denesha; 

Robins Enviro-Vac, Robin Brassfield; Pacific Process 
Systems, Alan George;  
 
Thank you to Eddie Knight of BakerCorp for 
sponsoring the October Technical Session. He  
generously donated two $50 gift certificates.  

 
A special thanks to the MAD Dogs at the CADOGGR 
for supplying the refreshments at the October meeting.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

January  February 
S M T W Thu F Sat  S M T W Thu F Sat 

  1 2 3 API 
Board 

4 5  
 

     1 2 
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 API 
Board 

6 7 8 9 

13 14 15 API 
general 
meeting 

16 17 AADE 
Liar’s 
Club 

18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 API 
general 
meeting 

20 21 22 23 

27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29  
“ The Royal 
Bachelor”  

 
“ The Royal 
Bachelor”  

 If you would like an industry event posted in the calendar, contact Mike Handren, mhandren@pxp.com. 


