
                                                                                                                              
      
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Visit our Website     http://www.apibakersfield.org        Hosted by Aera Energy LLC 

The SJV Chapter  of API  meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Amer ican Legion, Post 26. 

 

 

GENERAL DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, September 18, 2007 

 
SPEAKER: Rick McVaigh 
          SJVAPCD  
TOPIC: Doing Something a Little Different 
PLACE:  American Legion Hall 
               2020 H St., Bakersfield, CA 
TIME:     Tech. Session: 6:30 p.m. 
               Social Hour:  6:00 p.m.  
               Dinner:        7:00 p.m. 
               Speaker:  8:00 p.m. 
               Price:          $20 
 
Social Hour sponsored by Linda McClard of 
Domino Plastics Manufacturing,  Inc. 
 
Please call or email Julie Grassi with your 
name and your menu choice (steak or 
chicken) by MONDAY September 17th. Phone: 
654-7576; E-mail: jgrassi@chevron.com 

 
Guest Speaker :  Rick McVaigh 
 

Biography  
Rick McVaigh is 
Deputy Air Pollution 
Control Officer for 
the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution 
Control District.  In 
addition to his 
current position, he 
has also served as the 
District’s Director of 

Compliance, Permit Services Manager, Technical Services 
Manager, and as an air quality engineer.  Prior to the formation of 
the Valley Air District in 1991, he worked as an air quality 
engineer with Kings County, and as a chemist, process engineer, 
and quality control manager in private industry.   He holds a 
bachelors degree in chemical engineering from the University of 
California. 
Topic: Doing Something A L ittle Different 
Rick’s presentation will focus on the current state of the San 
Joaquin Valley’s air quality. He will discuss the myths and the 

truths about our air so that you will be properly informed. He will 
tell us that our air is cleaner now than it has been and industry 
measures are a big part of the improving air quality.  
 
TECHNICAL SESSION 
Speaker : Jimmy Leal / Keith Symonds – Anatesco West 
Jimmy began his career in exploratory well testing in 1979 with 
Measurement and Control Engineering. Jimmy was a one third 
partner, forming Pacific Process System’s, Inc. in 1995. He joined 
Anatesco West, LLC as Operations Manager in 2007. Anatesco 
West is providing services for various oil companies both foreign 
and domestic. Jimmy Leal has 28 years of production and 
exploratory well testing experience working on and off-shore 
operations.  

 
Keith Symonds is a Process Specialist working as a consultant for 
Occidental of Elk Hills, inc. Keith performs third party validation 
and commissioning of new well testing facilities. He has played a 
major role in bringing the data generated by the GLCCs and field 
operations production accountability within an acceptable ratio. 
Occidental has developed one of the most dynamic well testing 
facilities in the industry. 
 Topic: The Revolution of Well Testing Technology 
Jimmy’s presentation will focus on the revolution of well testing 
technology and the challenges our industry has created.  
Keith will speak on new technology used for automation and the 
hurdles he’s encountered and overcome in developing a more 
accurate testing facility.  Higher crude and gas prices have 
warranted greater demand for accuracy and frequency of 
individual well testing. 
 
Technical Session Sponsor  for  September: 
THANK YOU !  This month’s Tech Session is sponsored by 
Baker Oil Tools. There will be a drawing for two $50 gift 
certificates generously donated by our API Chairman James 
McClard, for those who come and actively participate in this 
learning and knowledge sharing event!  
 
Technical Session Speakers Needed! 
The API is a great organization with many resources for 
networking and sharing information. Come and get the most of 
what the API has to offer and share in “what’s new”  in our 
industry. Come and be a speaker or give us your idea on a topic or 
recommended speaker for our session.  Please contact the 
following for further information and bookings: Alan White at 
alan_white@oxy.com 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 

 
 
Honorary L ifetime Membership 
We are always seeking others to award with this honor. If you 
know of an individual who has been a member of our chapter for a 
total of ten years, has served on the executive board for five years 
or has contributed to the success of the Chapter and has retired – 
he may be eligible for the honor of lifetime membership.  If you 
are aware of any such individuals who have met these 
requirements, please contact Ron Bender at 829-1368 with your 
nomination. 

Membership 
This is a note to All Members. The San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
of the API is having a Membership Drive. Any Member signing 
up 6 new Members will receive a free dinner at an API Dinner 
Meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Jimmy Dean 
@ 661-328-6103. 

Meeting Decorum 
This is another note to all members. We always do our best to 
have an informative and engaging speaker after dinner at our 
meetings. These speakers volunteer their time to bring their 
messages to us. Please respect them when they are speaking and 
save your comments for the appropriate time. If a particular topic 
or speaker is not of interest to you, or you have other business or 
issues to discuss with other people, please feel free to leave the 
main meeting area and hold your discussions outside the room. 
This will provide a better environment for you, the speaker, and 
the other members who are interested in the speaker’s topic. 
 
Upcoming Events 
The Second Annual API  Fall Fun Shoot is coming Friday, 
October 5, 2007 at the Five Dogs Shooting Range. Sign up and eat 
breakfast at 8:00 AM and start shooting at 9:00 AM. There will be 
prizes for the shooters, raffle prizes, lunch, and a special $1,000 
gift certificate raffle. The event is to raise money for the API 
Scholarship Fund and to provide all of you shooters with a good 
sporting clay shoot. The field will be limited to thirty teams so 
that everyone can finish at the same time and enjoy the lunch, 
raffles, and awards together. We will also have a few special 
events going on that will help us to raise money for the 
scholarship fund, and possibly for you, too, so bring a few extra 
bucks along to participate in some of these activities. Get your 
team together and send in that entry form quickly, because this 
event sold out last year. You can FAX your entry form to Jim 
Roberts at (661) 831-6562. If you would like to become a sponsor 
of this event, contact Jim Roberts at (661) 805-5766.  

 
The Oil Baron’s Ball will be held on Saturday, November 3, 
2007 at the Doubletree Hotel. Tickets will be available in October. 
The event co-chairs, Weldon Sons and Teri Seely promise another 
beautiful event and will be looking for theme ideas in the near 
future. So, put on your creative thinking caps and come up with a 
theme. The best idea will be worth a night on the town at the 
Petroleum Club. Theme entries need to be submitted no later than 
September 30, 2007. The committee is also looking for 
nominations for the Oil Baron and Baroness. Submit nominations 
and theme ideas to Weldon Sons at Weldon@imagetec.org or 
call him at (661) 619-5415. 
 
API  Adopt A Highway 
The next highway clean up will be in October. We encourage all 
members to participate in this activity that demonstrates API’s 
community involvement. We have adopted the stretch of Enos 
Lane between Rosedale and Stockdale, which is much closer to 
town and much easier to do than our previous adventures on Taft 
Highway. There is breakfast before we start, drinks along the way, 
and opportunities for camaraderie, good times, good feelings, and 
prizes. Please join us in October. 
 
API  Website 
Go out and visit the API Website at www.apibakersfield.org. 
There are new pictures of events, archived newsletters, and links 
to other informative websites. Dan Tuttle is making steady 
improvements to the site and we will be trying to make it more 
valuable and beneficial to you. We will be coming out with 
advertising banners very soon, so keep on the lookout for them. 
 
Do You Have Any Event Photos? 
We are always on the lookout for good photos of our API events 
and activities. If you have any digital photos that you would like 
to share with the newsletter and the website please submit them to 
Mike Handren at mhandren@pxp.com I cannot guarantee that we 
will use every photo that you submit, but I can guarantee that I’d 
love the opportunity to see them and use as many as possible. We 
are really interested in any golf tournament photos that anybody 
may have right now, and we will be providing the opportunity for 
a bunch of photographers at the Fall Fun Shoot and the Oil 
Baron’s Ball because we will be supplying the cameras at every 
table. But don’ t wait for the next event - send in your photos now! 

Final Notice Regarding the API  Newsletter  
 
Our mailing address list for the newsletter has 
become outdated.  If you wish to continue 
receiving a hard copy of the newsletter, please 
advise Mike Handren so that an accurate mailing 
list can be maintained. If you do not notify us, 
you will be dropped from the snail mail list. His 
phone number is (661) 395-5334 and his e-mail 
address is mhandren@pxp.com. 

NACE Basic Corrosion Class 
October 1 through 5, 2007 

Bakersfield, California 
Since the first class is already filled, and due to overwhelming 
demand, a second class is being offered the first week in 
October (as shown above). This course is one of the 
requirements for the NACE International Corrosion 
Technician Certification. 
 
For more information, contact Starlyn Brown at 665-7446 or 
srbrown@aeraenergy.com 



 

 

Suppor t Our  Adver tisers 
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If you would like to advertise in the API 
Newsletter, submit your business card to 
Mike Handren. The cost of advertising is $30 
per month or $200 for the entire year of ten 
issues of the newsletter. 



 

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
P.O. Box 1064 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
 
 Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
James McClard 
Baker Oil Tools 

763-6338 
james_mcclard@oxy.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Jodi King 
Elco Inc. 
837-4980 

Jking@elcoinc.com 

TREASURER 
Sandy Ward Sons 

Image Tech 
399-7976 

sales@imagetec.org 

SECRETARY 
Charlie McWhorter 

Wilson Supply 
809-0298 

cmcwhorter@iwilson.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Jimmy Dean 
BJ Services 
805-8690 

James_E_Dean@bjservices.com 
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PAID 
Permit No. 536 
Bakersfield, CA 

API would like to thank the following for their door 
prizes at the September meeting:  
Total Western, Roger  Putnam; McJunkin, Ron Bender ; 
Univar , Bob Armstrong; Pengo (RT), Pierce O’Leary; 
Texaco (RT) Bud Sachs; Baker  Hughes, James McClard; 
Jason Industr ial, Bill Crawford; Downhole Stabilization; 
Western Dr illing, Fred Holmes; BJ Services, Scott Myers; 
BJ Services, Jimmy Dean; BJ Services, Mike Sansinena; 
Quantunm Safety, Mack Wimbish; Gassco, Doreen 
Morkin; Braun Electr ic, Craig Rober ts; Braun Electr ic, 
Tony Castiglione; Braun Electr ic, Kevin Blankenship; 
Braun Electr ic, John Braun; Sturgeon &  Son, Paul 

Sturgeon; Well Head Inc. Dan Case; Braun Electr ic, Butch 
Bradford; Naftex, Dave Lefler ; Wilson, Char les 
McWhor ter ; Centr ilift, Bill St. Clair ; McJunkin Whitney 
Pickfelder ; RBI  Oil Tools, Jimmy Leal; McKee Electr ic, 
Josh Lancaster . 
Thank you to Odis Ward of Chevron for sponsoring 
the August Technical Session. He  generously donated 
two $50 gift certificates.  

 
A special thanks to Robin Brassfield of Robin’s 
Envirovac for supplying the refreshments at the August 
meeting.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

August  September 
S M T W Thu F Sat  S M T W Thu F Sat 

   1 2 3 4  
 

      1 
 

5 6 7 API 
Board 

8 9 10 11  2 3 4 API  
Board 

5 6 7 8 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

19 20 21 API 
general 
meeting 

22 23 AADE 24 25  16 17 18 API 
General 
Meeting 

19 20 
AADE 

21 22 

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 If you would like an industry event posted in the calendar, contact Mike Handren, mhandren@pxp.com. 


