
                                                                                                                              
      
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Visit our Website     http://www.apibakersfield.org        Hosted by Aera Energy LLC 

The SJV Chapter  of API  meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Amer ican Legion, Post 26. 

 

 

GENERAL DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, October 16, 2007 

 
SPEAKER: Jim Beck 
          Kern County Water Agency 
TOPIC: Kern County Water Resources 
PLACE:  American Legion Hall 
               2020 H St., Bakersfield, CA 
TIME:     Social Hour:  6:00 p.m. 
              Tech. Session: 6:30 p.m. 
               Dinner:        7:00 p.m. 
               Speaker:  8:00 p.m. 
               Price:          $20 
 
Social Hour sponsored by Randy Adams and 
the MAD Dogs of the CA DOGGR. 
 
Please call or email Julie Grassi with your 
name and your menu choice (steak or 
chicken) by MONDAY October 15th. Phone: 
654-7576; E-mail: jgrassi@chevron.com 

 
Guest Speaker :  Jim Beck 

Biography  
Jim Beck is the General 
Manager of the Kern County 
Water Agency. He oversees the 
operation and administration of 
the Agency, which has broad 
water supply management 
responsibilities within Kern 
County and he has been 
instrumental in many programs 
that have placed the Agency at 
the forefront of water 
management statewide. This 
includes coordinating local 
participation in the State Water 

Project, developing and operating groundwater banking programs, 
and operation of the Cross Valley Canal. 
In his 20 years with the Agency, he has held a variety of positions. 
Previously, he was manager of Improvement District No. 4, the 
Agency's urban water district that provides a supplemental water 
supply for the Metropolitan Bakersfield area. He currently leads 
Agency staff in two major capital improvement projects: the 
expansion of Improvement District No. 4’s treated water 

operations and expansion of the Cross Valley Canal. He has a 
Masters Degree from the University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public Health. He also has a Bachelor's Degree in 
Biology and History from the University of Pittsburgh. He is a 
licensed water treatment operator, certified water distribution 
operator and water quality analyst. Jim and his wife, Diane, have 
been married for over 25 years and they have two sons, Chandler 
and Braden. 
Topic: Kern County Water  
We all know what a precious resource water is. The State Water 
Project, the Cross Valley Canal, and ground water banking are 
vital to providing the much needed water to the San Joaquin 
Valley. There are many factors that affect the delivery of that 
water and Jim will enlighten us on some of them. 
 
 
TECHNICAL SESSION 
Speaker : Jason Ruhl – Global Energy Par tners 
As a Senior Associate for Global Energy Partners, Mr. Ruhl 
supports the industrial energy efficiency program team as a 
technical advisor. Mr. Ruhl provides detailed engineering and 
technical analysis of complex energy systems and energy 
efficiency technologies, and supports Global utility clients by 
assisting their commercial and industrial customers identify and 
implement energy efficient technologies. In addition, Mr.Ruhl 
develops engineering studies for Global that involve technical and 
economic aspects of the electric and gas utility sector. 

Prior to joining Global, Mr. Ruhl worked for Coen Company, Inc., 
a leading combustion engineering and manufacturing company, in 
both project engineering and project management roles.  Mr. Ruhl 
was at Coen Company for over ten years and was involved with 
the design, fabrication, installation, and maintenance of major 
energy systems within commercial and industrial facilities. 

Mr. Ruhl is a registered Professional Engineer with the state of 
California, and he holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
San Francisco State University. 

 
Topic: Energy Efficiency Incentives for  Oil and Gas 
Producers  
Discussion will cover qualifying measures and program details 
including rebates and incentives available for energy efficiency 
improvements in your operations.  
 
Technical Session Sponsor  for  October : 
THANK YOU !  This month’s Tech Session is sponsored by 
BakerCorp. There will be a drawing for two $50 gift certificates 
generously donated by Eddie Knight, for those who come and 
actively participate in this learning and knowledge sharing event!  
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
Having just returned from the “Fall Fun Shoot”  I can assure you 
that Mr. Jim Roberts and his team of 30 API volunteers has done 
it again! They all worked diligently to ensure that this event was a 
huge success. With a turnout of about 160 shooters, everyone 
enjoyed a great day of shooting, raffle prizes and gaming.  
Breakfast was cooked by Jimmy Dean followed by a great lunch 
prepared by Bob Moore and his crew.   
    Although October is last API general meeting of the year, we 
still have many activities left. Next in line we will have our final 
Adopt a Highway clean up for 2007. The date has been set for 
Saturday, October 27th, so plan on coming out early to enjoy a 
free breakfast and share the morning with your API friends while 
in search of interesting, unique and sometimes valuable trash your 
fellow oil field workers have left behind. I hope to see you all 
there. Last, but certainly not least, is the Oil Baron’s Ball on 
November 3rd at the Doubletree hotel. Weldon Sons and Teri 
Seely have really outdone themselves this year! Lets all plan on 
attending this wonderful event and see who will be this years 
Baron and Baroness of “Dancing with the Stars” .  
   As my Chairman duties come to an end, I would like to thank all 
of the volunteers who have helped out throughout the year. I am 
constantly amazed at the continued dedication and enthusiasm of 
this group, and I’m proud to have been your chairman this year. 
As the outgoing chairman, I will assume the role of Scholarship 
Chairman. I will be working diligently to ensure that we are able 
to raise money for the API scholarships through various functions 
throughout the coming year that will help our much deserving kids 
continue their education. Again, I am proud to say I have been the 
Chairman of the San Joaquin Valley Chapter of the API, and I 
look forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming events. 
 

Your 2007 API Chairman, 
James McClard 
 

Mer itor ious Service Awards Presented 
John Braun received the “Meritorious 
Service Award”  at our September general 
meeting, for his continuing support of our 
SJV-API. John has been an API member 
since 1998, and a board member since 
1999. John was awarded this 

acknowledgment of distinguished and meritorious service in 
sincere appreciation of his continuing support of the SJV-API 
“Adopt-A-Highway”  program. His ability, ingenuity and gracious 
sharing of his talents have promoted a positive community impact 
for the API of far reaching value. 

 
Sandy Ward Sons received the 
“Meritorious Service Award”  for her 
outstanding services rendered to our SJV-
API. Sandy has been an active API 
member for 27 years. She continually 
volunteers her time and resources for the 

betterment of our chapter. As most of you know, Sandy is the type 
of person who is always ready to accept a new challenge and see it 
through to the end. Sandy received this acknowledgment of 
distinguished and meritorious service in sincere appreciation of 
her numerous contributions while serving as treasurer for the past 
twelve years, and nearly all of the other committee chair positions 

along the way. Her dedication, leadership, and untiring efforts 
over the past 27 years have been of immeasurable benefit to our 
API chapter and the community. 
 
Technical Session Speakers Needed! 
The API is a great organization with many resources for 
networking and sharing information. Come and get the most of 
what the API has to offer and share in “what’s new”  in our 
industry. Come and be a speaker or give us your idea on a topic or 
recommended speaker for our session.  Please contact the 
following for further information and bookings: Alan White at 
alan_white@oxy.com 
 
Honorary L ifetime Membership 
We are always seeking others to award with this honor. If you 
know of an individual who has been a member of our chapter for a 
total of ten years, has served on the executive board for five years 
or has contributed to the success of the Chapter and has retired – 
he may be eligible for the honor of lifetime membership.  If you 
are aware of any such individuals who have met these 
requirements, please contact Ron Bender at 829-1368 with your 
nomination. 

Upcoming Events 
 
The Oil Baron’s Ball will be held on Saturday, November 3, 
2007 at the Doubletree Hotel. Tickets are now available by 
contacting Weldon Sons at Weldon@imagetec.org or call him 
at (661) 619-5415. The Baron and Baroness have been selected, 
and the event co-chairs, Weldon Sons and Teri Seely promise 
another beautiful event. Come for the fun and to see the crowning 
of this year’s royalty. 
 
API  Adopt A Highway 
The next highway clean up will be on Saturday, October 27, 2007. 
We encourage all members to participate in this activity that 
demonstrates API’s community involvement. We have adopted 
the stretch of Enos Lane between Rosedale and Stockdale, which 
is much closer to town and much easier to do than our previous 
adventures on Taft Highway. There is breakfast before we start, 
drinks along the way, and opportunities for camaraderie, good 
times, good feelings, and prizes. Please join us on October 27. 
 
API  Website 
Go out and visit the API Website at www.apibakersfield.org. 
There are new pictures of events, archived newsletters, and links 
to other informative websites. Dan Tuttle is making steady 
improvements to the site and we will be trying to make it more 
valuable and beneficial to you. We will be coming out with 
advertising banners very soon, so keep on the lookout for them. 
 
Do You Have Any Event Photos? 
If you have any digital photos that you would like to share with 
the newsletter and the website please submit them to Mike 
Handren at mhandren@pxp.com I cannot guarantee that we will 
use every photo that you submit, but I can guarantee that I’d love 
the opportunity to see them and use as many as possible. We are 
really interested in any golf tournament photos that anybody may 
have right now, and we will be providing the opportunity for a 
bunch of photographers at the Fall Fun Shoot and the Oil Baron’s 
Ball because we will be supplying the cameras at every table. But 
don’ t wait for the next event - send in your photos now! 



 

 

Suppor t Our  Adver tisers 
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If you would like to advertise in the API 
Newsletter, submit your business card to 
Mike Handren. The cost of advertising is $30 
per month or $200 for the entire year of ten 
issues of the newsletter. 

The San Joaquin Section of SPE is offering the 
following educational opportunity in Bakersfield. 
 

DOGGR Annual Information Seminar 
October 25, 2007 (8:30 AM to 4:00 PM) 

Four Points Sheraton Hotel 
 

For more information and details, please visit the API 
Website www.apibakersfield.org 



 

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
P.O. Box 1064 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
 
 Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
James McClard 
Baker Oil Tools 

763-6338 
james_mcclard@oxy.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Jodi King 
Elco Inc. 
837-4980 

Jking@elcoinc.com 

TREASURER 
Sandy Ward Sons 

Image Tech 
399-7976 

sales@imagetec.org 

SECRETARY 
Charlie McWhorter 

Wilson Supply 
809-0298 

cmcwhorter@iwilson.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Jimmy Dean 
BJ Services 
805-8690 

James_E_Dean@bjservices.com 
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API would like to thank the following for their door 
prizes at the September meeting:  
Total Western, Roger  Putnam; A-C Electr ic, Dave 
Howleth; Braun Electr ic, Tony Castiglione; Naftex, Dave 
Lefler ; API  Golf Committee; McJunkin, Ron Bender ; 
Texaco, Bud Sachs; Pengo, Pierce O’Leary; Stotler  
Company, Dan Stotler ; Pacific Process System, Alan 
George; Braun Electr ic, John Braun; Downhole 
Stabilization, Ron McGowan; BJ Services, Jimmy Dean; 
ELCO, Danny Caraan; Univar , Rober t Armstrong; 
Clar iant, Star lyn Brown; Premier  Equipment Rental, 
Lynn Gudmundson; B& L Casing, Ed Rodr iguez; Wilson, 

Char les McWhor ter ; Anatesco West, Ter ry Denesha; 
Robins Enviro-Vac, Robin Brassfield; Pacific Process 
Systems, Alan George;  
 
Thank you to James McClard of Baker  Oil Tools for 
sponsoring the September Technical Session. He  
generously donated two $50 gift certificates.  

 
A special thanks to L inda McClard of Domino 
Plastics for supplying the refreshments at the 
September meeting.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

October  November 
S M T W Thu F Sat  S M T W Thu F Sat 

 1 2 API 
Board 

3 4 5 6  
 

    1 2 3 Oil 
Baron’s 
Ball ! 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 API 

Board 
7 8 9 10 

14 15 16 API 
general 
meeting 

17 18 AADE 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Adopt 
a Highway 

 18 19 20 API 
general 
meeting 

21 22 23 24 

28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30  

 If you would like an industry event posted in the calendar, contact Mike Handren, mhandren@pxp.com. 


