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The SJV Chapter  of API  meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Amer ican Legion, Post 26.

WELCOME
GENERAL DINNER MEETING

Tuesday, March 21, 2006

SPEAKER: Alan E. White PE
PLACE:  American Legion Hall
                2020 H St., Bakersfield, CA

TIME:      Tech. Session: 6:00 p.m.
                 Social Hour: 6:30 p.m.
                 Dinner:       7:00 p.m.
                   Speaker: 8:00 p.m.

                     Price:         $20

There will NOT be a RSVP card in your newsletter, so
please call or email Julie Grassi with your name by
MONDAY March 20th.  She will then fill out a ticket
with your name on it to make sure you are still
included in the door prize drawing at the end of the
meeting.
Please call or email Julie Grassi, at 654-7576 or
JGrassi@chevron.com.

BIOGRAPHY:
Alan White is the Operations Engineering Leader,
at Occidental Elk Hills and is responsible for all new
well completions and workover activities at Elk
Hills.  Throughout his career, he has held positions
of increasing responsibility for various oil
companies and engineering consulting firms in
California, Louisiana and Texas.  Alan began his

career in 1982 at Tenneco Oil Company as a
Drilling Engineer in the Pacific Coast Division.

Alan holds a BS in Petroleum Engineering from
Louisiana Tech University and a professional
engineering license in California for Petroleum
Engineering.  Alan currently serves on the Society
of Petroleum Engineers U.S. Engineering
Registration Subcommittee.

TOPIC:  How does this work?
The rising cost of crude oil and taxes are causing
an increase in gasoline prices for the customer at
the pump.  How is the price of gasoline
determined?  How much gasoline do we use in the
United States?  What does the octane rating
mean?  What’s the difference between gasoline
and diesel?  What speed should I drive for
maximum fuel efficiency?  If I drive with my lights
on during the day time for safety, how much more
gasoline am I using?  Why do they put MTBE in my
gasoline?  How do electric and hybrid cars work?
What’s a fuel cell?  What is all this talk about the
hydrogen economy?

The talk will be a fun- and fact-filled walk through
the answers to these and other oil and gas related
questions.

TECHNICAL SESSION
SPEAKER: Frank Charron

TOPIC:  “ Core Repository”  and its available
resources at the University.
Frank Charron is a consulting geologist in
Bakersfield, California.  Mr. Charron has over 30
years of experience as a geologist in a broad range
of activities, including mining, mineral exploration,
environmental reclamation and oil.  Mr. Charron is
a graduate of East Carolina University (Greenville,
NC) where most of his time was spent on the Outer
Banks studying coastal geomorphology and



micropaleontology.  He then moved west and spent
several years surveying in northern Arizona before
beginning his career with Kerr-McGee as a
geologist in an underground uranium mine in New
Mexico.  He was then hired by Texaco, where he
spent the next 20 years in Texas and Colorado as
a mineral exploration geologist, with occasional
forays into environmental and land work.  Mine
planning work on Getty’s old McKittrick diatomite
mining project brought him to California in 1997,
where he eventually transitioned into the more
traditional oil business as a reservoir geologist at
the Kern River Field.  Following the Chevron-
Texaco merger Mr. Charron began working as a
consulting geologist and assumed the role of
curator at the California Well Sample Repository on
the CSUB campus.

There will be a drawing for 2 generously
donated $50 gift certificates for those who
come and actively participate in the tech
session event.
This month’s donation is courtesy of Steven
Lewallen of Halliburton Energy Services.
 

Technical Session Speakers Needed!
The API is a great organization with many
resources for networking and sharing information.
Come and get the most of what the API has to offer
and share in “what’s new” in our industry. Come be
a speaker or give us your idea on a topic or
recommended speaker for our session.  Please
contact the following for further information and
bookings:

Mark Haire 661-334-3617
mark.haire@halliburton.com
Randy Adams 661-334-3672
radams@consrv.ca.gov
Norman Jones 661-334-3600
Norman_jones@oxy.com

CHAPTER NEWS
Membership
Membership runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2006.  If
you have any changes during the year please email
James_E_Dean@bjservices.com or call him at
805-8690.  You may access an electronic version
of the membership application on our website at
the link provided above.

API Golf tournament and BBQ
The annual API golf tournament is scheduled for
Friday, May 5th.   Check out the flyer and gather

your teams together for registration.  If you would
like more information please contact George Gray
at 496- 7730.

API  Adopt a Highway
The first Adopt-A-Highway for 2006 will be
Saturday, May 20th.   We will meet at 7AM at
Foster’s Donuts on White Lane by the intersection
of Gosford Rd. Donuts and coffee will be provided.
There will be a fifteen passenger Van available to
transport you out to the pick up site or you can
meet us there. Please wear long pants and high-
topped shoes or boots. We will provide safety vest,
gloves, drinking water, and soft drinks.

API will now adopt Hwy 43 Enis Lane from
Stockdale to Rosedale.  This new stretch of clean
up area is much easier and safer than the previous
area.  There are no steep embankments, so there
is no excuse not to join in on the FUN!

2006 API Scholarship
Please check out our website for your 2006 API
scholarship application.

MS WALK 2006
Saturday, April 8, 2006
Yokuts Park from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
This major annual fundraiser for the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society is part of their ongoing
effort to help end the devastating effects of multiple
sclerosis. 48¢ of every $1 raised in Bakersfield
stays here to provide programs and services for
those with MS and their families, while 31¢ of every
$1 raised is used for research programs that have
brought forth enormous progress in the
management of MS symptoms and progression.

Log on to nmss.org and click on MSWalk. It’s easy
to join Kelly Tomlinson’s team or e-pledge online.
There will be lots of great prizes and fun, both from
the National MS Society and also from the
sponsors of Kelly’s Konquistadores.  Free Kelly’s
Konquistadores T-shirt to every pre-registered
walker on the team.

Move Up to the Petroleum Club
The Business Place to Meet

Have you been to The Petroleum Club?  Its twelve
stories above the rest, the Club is the perfect
choice to handle all your meeting and dining needs.
The Club offers affordable memberships and
quality casual and formal dining.  Pick up a guest
pass from any Club Director or from the



receptionist at The Petroleum Club- 5060 California
Ave- 12th Floor, Make your reservations today.
(661) 324-6561.

ACTIVITIES
SPE NETWORKING BASH

Date: Thursday, March 30, 2006
Time: 5:30 - 7:30 PM
Location:  Lengthwise Brewery 6720 Schirra Ct
(near Ashe & White Lane).  There is a $3 charge for non-
SPE members, $3 pints and wine for $4.50-$6
 RSVP:   andreipopa@chevrontexaco.com

Engineers’ Wives - Luncheons are the first Tuesday
of each month with a social at 11:30 a.m. and lunch at
12:00 p.m.  Visitors welcome!  Dues are $20/yr.  Call
Mary Ellen 397-0277 for further information.

The Desk & Derrick Club - Meetings are held the
fourth Thursday of the month at 5:30 pm at the
Petroleum Club.  For more information, please contact
Patti Holliday at 334-3600.

National Association of Corrosion Engineers
Tuesday March 28, 2006, 5:30 PM at the Woolgrowers.
For more information, contact Starlyn Brown at 331-1590

Association of Petroleum Wives (APW) –
The APW is comprised of women whose spouses are
employed in the petroleum industry.  General meetings
are held the third Tuesday of the month and auxiliary
interest groups include Bunco, Lunch Bunch, and
Couples Dine-Out.   If you are interested in joining APW,
please contact Marti Krafve @663-7766. APW annual
dues are $35.

Petroleum Production Pioneers (PPP)
Luncheons are the first Friday of each month with a
social at 11:00 a.m. and lunch at 12:00p.m. At the
Petroleum Club.  The cost is $15.00.  Please contact
Dorothy Prout @ 322-4268 for reservations.

HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
Call for nominees for “Honorary Lifetime Membership.”
Any individual who has been a member of our chapter
for a total of ten years, has served on the executive
board for five years and has retired – may be eligible for
the honor of lifetime membership.  If you are aware of
any such individuals who have met these requirements,
please contact Ron Bender at 829-1368 with your
nomination.

Interested in advertising in the API newsletter?
The San Joaquin Valley API Chapter is offering
advertisement space in our newsletter for a small fee to
help finance our publishing costs. Please contact Jodi
King at jking@elcoinc.com or 837-4980 or Gloria
Williams at gloria_williams@oxy.com. Or 763-6014
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Thank You!
API would like to thank everyone who

contributed door prizes for the February
2006 meeting.

THANK YOU Melissa Leadley!
Sponsor of February’s Tech Session for 2
generously donated $50 gift certificates Come and
share with us what’s new in our industry!

A special thanks to Mark Haire with Halliburton
for supplying the February refreshments.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March April
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1 2 3
PPP
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API
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If you would like an industry event posted in the calendar, call Jodi King, ELCO Incorporated, at 661-837-4980 or
email, jking@elcoinc.com or Gloria Williams, Occidental of Elk Hills, at 763-6014 or email, gloria_Williams@oxy.com


