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The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the American Legion, Post 26. 

 

  

GENERAL DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

 
SPEAKER: Perry H. Fontana, Ausra, Inc. 
TOPIC: Central Solar Thermal Solutions for 

Process Steam 
PLACE:  American Legion Hall 
               2020 H St., Bakersfield, CA 
TIME:     Social Hour:  6:00 p.m. 
              Tech. Session: 6:30 p.m. 
               Dinner:        7:00 p.m. 
               Speaker:  8:00 p.m. 
               Price:          $20 
 
Social Hour sponsored by Doreen Morken of 
GASSCO, Inc. 
 
Please call or email Julie Grassi with your 
name and your menu choice (steak or 
chicken) by MONDAY June 16th. Phone: 654-
7576; E-mail: jgrassi@chevron.com 
 
Guest Speaker:  Perry H. Fontana 
 

 Mr. Perry H. Fontana, QEP, 
Ausra’s Vice President-Projects 
will provide an overview of Ausra, 
its technology and ongoing research 
efforts. Mr. Fontana brings 
extensive experience in the 
permitting and development of 
energy facilities to Ausra. Prior to 
coming to Ausra, he spent 30 years 
with URS Corporation, a major 
global engineering and consulting 
firm, where he served as vice 

president in the Energy Services business line, which 
consults to major oil, gas and power clients worldwide.  
During his tenure at URS, Mr. Fontana was responsible for 
site selection and environmental permitting of numerous 
energy facilities throughout the southwest U.S. and 
internationally. He has also served as an advisor to several 
multilateral lending institutions including the World Bank 
and InterAmerican Development Bank.  

 
Topic: Central Solar Thermal Solutions for 

Process Steam 
 
Ausra, Inc. develops and manufactures solar thermal 
generation equipment based on Compact Linear Fresnel 
Reflector (CLFR) technology.  Ausra’s CLFR technology 
has been in development for over ten years and in 
operation in Australia since 2004.  Since relocating to the 
U.S. Ausra has continued its research and development 
efforts and is currently constructing a 5 Mw (electric) 
power generation facility near Bakersfield, California.  
Ausra is also currently in permitting and development on 
multiple utility-scale power generation projects throughout 
the southwest. 
 
The Ausra technology is unique in that it uses rows of 
relatively flat mirrors to concentrate solar energy on 
elevated receiver pipes, resulting in direct generation of 
steam without the complexity of transfer oils and heat 
exchangers.  The Ausra CLFR system has considerable 
flexibility in the range of steam conditions that can be 
produced, allowing for a wide range of process and 
enhanced oil recovery operations.  The system operates 
without fossil fuel needs and requires minimal water. 
 
TECHNICAL SESSION 
 
Speaker: Mike Dickey 
Mike is the  Senior Field Sales Representative for Smith 
Lift, a division of Smith International.  He has been with 
Smith Lift for 3 years and in the ESP industry for 27 
years.  Mike has a BS degree in Geology from Texas Tech 
University and resides in Houston, Texas.  
 
Topic: Economic Pumping Technology, the Hydraulic 

Diaphragm Electric Submersible Pump 
A hybrid artificial lift system has been developed to allow 
operators of shallow, low flow oil and gas wells the 
opportunity to produce the wells in a much more 
economical fashion than beam lift or other conventional 
methods.  The intent of this presentation is to introduce the 
technical aspects of the system, its operation and 
deployment techniques, and present its power cost savings 
in comparison to beam lift and other traditional lift 
systems.   
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Technical Session Sponsor for June: 
THANK YOU !  This month’s Tech Session is sponsored 
by Clariant. There will be a drawing for two $50 gift 
certificates generously donated by Starlyn Brown, for those 
who come and actively participate in this learning and 
knowledge sharing event!  
 
Technical Session Speakers Needed! 
The API is a great organization with many resources for 
networking and sharing information. Come and get the 
most of what the API has to offer and share in “what’s 
new” in our industry. Come and be a speaker or give us 
your idea on a topic or recommended speaker for our 
session.  Please contact the following for further 
information and bookings: Randy Adams at 
radams@consrv.ca.gov. 
 
Super Prize Raffle 
We’ve got another super prize this month, courtesy of 
Charlie McWhorter of Wilson Supply. Your 2008 Board has 
committed to raising $35,000 for the scholarship fund this 
year (after increasing our 2007 scholarship giving to 
$25,000), and this monthly event will help us to reach our 
goal. I don’t know what Charlie has come up with for this 
month’s prize, because you never know with Charlie. I’ll bet 
it is something really good, so bring a few extra bucks to the 
June meeting and you could be the next Super Prize winner 
that we will feature in our Newsletter next month 
 

Here is, Trace Kline of 
Halliburton, the May 
Super Prize winner, 
proudly displaying the 
Blue Tooth Hands-Free 
Car Kit donated by Danny 
Caraan of ELCO, Inc.  
Congratulations, Trace! 
 
(He is shown here with a 
picture of his twin 
brother…and the family 
resemblance is amazing.) 
 

CHAPTER NEWS 
 
59th Annual Golf Tournament 
 
How about a wrap up of this year’s golf tournament? Well, 
here it is. 
 
For those of you that are interested in the golf results of the 
tournament, here they are: 
 
Stockdale Country Club   
First Place - Team 18 AM: Garland, Lucas, Clark, Weaver 
Second Place – Team 11 AM: Dover, Powers, Palmer, Jacobs 
Third Place – Team 22 PM: Silva, Johnston, Cannon, Castro 
Last Place – Team ? PM: Patty, Perkins, Kuhach, Webdell  
Long Drive – Steve Molina 
 
Sundale Country Club 
First Place – Team 9A AM: Graves, Barker, Knight, Douglas 
Second Place – Team 7A AM: Raggle, Watson, Horace, Boggs 
Third Place – Team 11B PM: Alvarez, Rodriquez, Cerda, TBA 
Last Place – Team 10B PM: R. Woodall and friends 
Long Drive – Dennis Church 
Closest to the Pin – Adam Macias at 2’- 3” 
 
Here are some of the facts and figures about the event 
itself:  
 
We had 584 players in the four tee times at the two golf 
courses. We were generously sponsored with 159 tee 
sponsors, 11 food and beverage caterers at Sundale, and so 
many raffle prizes that we spent two hours giving them all 
away. Because we had such good reviews of the on-course 
food and beverage, the committee has already gotten a 
commitment from Stockdale Country Club for us to have 
four hosted stations at Stockdale next year. 
 
Because of the generosity of the sponsors and the support 
of the players who bought lots of raffle tickets, this was a 
banner year for the tournament. We raised over $45,000 to 
support the activities of our API Chapter. In recognition of 
the great outcome, we will be doing something special for 
the sponsors. There will be more about this next month. In 
addition, the API Board has authorized an increase to 
$35,000 for this year’s scholarship awards.  
 
Thanks again to all the sponsors, players and committee 
members!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Golf Committee at the wrap up meeting, doing what they do 
best…eating and drinking. 
 

2008 API Golf Committee 
James McClard, Randy Adams, Sharon Cash, Cindy Dornan, Ed 
Rodriguez, Chris Jones, Mary Dean, Charlie McWhorter, Weldon Sons, 
Jim Roberts, Sandy Sons, Mike Handren, Jodi King, Jimmy Dean, 
George Gray, Sheila Buoni (not shown, Gloria Williams, Eddie Knight, 
Doreen Morken, Roger Putnam, Bob Moore)  Seated: The Hole-In-One 
Girls  
 
Adopt-A-Highway 
On Saturday, May 31st, nineteen API members gathered for 
the semi-annual clean up of our stretch of Enos Lane 
between Stockdale and Rosedale Highways. They started 
the day with breakfast at the Golden Bull hosted by John 
Braun. Next they reviewed the CalTrans safety video and 
donned their PPE and headed off to do their part in API’s 
community involvement. Because of the large turnout, the 
two miles of roadway was cleaned up in just an hour. Way 
to go! That is the way it is supposed to work.  
 
At press time there were no photos or participant names 
available. We’ll see if we can get them in next month’s 
newsletter. 
 
Starlyn Brown is credited with the most valuable find of 
the day, which was a six inch stainless steel nut. It is 
probably not the first nut that she has come across in the oil 
industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship News 
There is an overwhelming group of scholarship 
applications this year. That is good news, since it means 
the word is out about the API Scholarship program. The 
committee of Randy Adams, James McClard, and Amy 
Galanski was very active in working with the local high 
schools to increase the level of awareness and interest in 
the scholarships. Now they have their work cut out for 
them as they review and rate the applications, and award 
the scholarships to some very deserving students. The 
scholarship recipients will be notified this month and will 
be invited to attend the July general meeting. 
 
API Website 
Go out and visit the API Website at 
www.apibakersfield.org. There are new pictures of events, 
archived newsletters, and links to other informative 
websites. Dan Tuttle is making steady improvements to the 
site and we will be trying to make it more valuable and 
beneficial to you. We will be coming out with advertising 
banners very soon, so keep on the lookout for them.  
 
Honorary Lifetime Membership 
We are always seeking others to award with this honor. If 
you know of an individual who has been a member of our 
chapter for a total of ten years, has served on the executive 
board for five years or has contributed to the success of the 
Chapter and has retired – he may be eligible for the honor 
of lifetime membership.  If you are aware of any such 
individuals who have met these requirements, please 
contact Ron Bender at 829-1368 with your nomination. 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
Oil Can Do It Food Drive 
The annual oil industry food drive to support the Golden 
Empire Gleaners will begin this week. Eddie Knight is the 
API chair of this event and will talk about it at this month’s 
general meeting. We will be collecting donations at the 
July meeting.  
 
Fall Fun Shoot 
This is coming in October. We will provide more 
information and details as the date draws nearer. 
 
Oil Baron’s Ball 
This annual gala will be November 8, 2008 at the 
Doubletree Hotel. Music will be performed by “Thee 
Majestics”. Bonanza Creek Energy is donating five cases 
of their special vintage of Bonanza Creek wine, and 
BakerCorp plans on donating the Chardonnay. Even 
though this event is almost half a year away, it looks like it 
is already coming together nicely. 
 
 
 

Of all the things 
to find…. 



 

 

Fund Raising Poker Game 
Alan White is hosting a poker party on Saturday, June 21 
from 6pm to 11pm at Luigi’s, 725 E. 19th Street, to raise 
money for a 100 mile bicycle ride for an organization 
called “Best Buddies”. That is an organization for 
intellectually challenged children. The organization pairs 
the children with volunteer kids who help move them 
through “life situations” to learn how to participate 
successfully in life. The organization has a 94% success 
rate. 
 
There are 170 tickets for the poker tournament and there 
are only 30 of them left to buy.  They are $250 each with 
$200 going to Best Buddies, and $50 going to cover the 
tournament expenses. As a special incentive, Robin 
Brassfield-Cooper of Robin’s Envirovac is sponsoring the 
first $100 of the $250 tickets that she sells. You can also 
register on line with a credit card at 
www.BestBuddies.org/pokernight/ There will be food to 
eat as you play cards, and $5500 in prize money will be 
offered.  This is a “Texas Hold 'Em” game, with “re-buys”, 
door prizes, and a silent auction. Alan is raising $34,000 
and plans to use a portion of it to sponsor 12 kids to go on 
the ride. The ride is Saturday, September 8, 2008.   The 
ride is comprised of several shorter rides that combine to 
make a 100 mile bicycle ride.  At the end of the ride, there 
is a party at Hearst Castle featuring the band “The Black 
Eyed Peas.” 
 
For more information about either the poker tournament or 
the bicycle ride, contact Alan White at 
alan_white@oxy.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




