
                                                                                                                              
      
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Visit our Website     http://www.apibakersfield.org        Hosted by Aera Energy LLC 

The SJV Chapter  of API  meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Amer ican Legion, Post 26. 

 

 

GENERAL DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, August 21, 2007 

 
SPEAKER: Gene Cotten  
          Big West of California, LLC 
TOPIC: Clean Technology for Clean Fuels 
PLACE:  American Legion Hall 
               2020 H St., Bakersfield, CA 
TIME:     Tech. Session: 6:30 p.m. 
               Social Hour:  6:00 p.m.  
               Dinner:        7:00 p.m. 
               Speaker:  8:00 p.m. 
               Price:          $20 
 
Social Hour sponsored by Robin Brassfield of 
Robin’s Envirovac 
 
Please call or email Julie Grassi with your 
name and your menu choice (steak or 
chicken) by MONDAY August 20th. Phone: 
654-7576; E-mail: jgrassi@chevron.com 

 
Guest Speaker :  Gene Cotton 

 
Biography 
Gene joined Big West of 
California, LLC in February 
2005 as the Vice President 
Refining responsible for the 
operation of the Bakersfield 
Refinery. Prior to coming to 
Big West of California LLC, 
Mr. Cotten was employed at 
Valero for 14 years where 
he progressed up to the Vice 
President Refining over two 

facilities, which had a combined crude capacity of 350 
KBPD and employed 750 personnel. In his tenure at 
Valero, Mr. Cotten was involved in deploying $750 MM in 
capital assets. Prior to Valero, Mr. Cotten was employed at 
Fina Oil and Chemical for eight years. Mr. Cotten holds a 
BS degree in chemical engineering from the University of 
Oklahoma. 
 

Topic: Clean Technology for  Clean Fuels 
Gene’s presentation will focus on the expansion project, 
referred to as the Clean Fuels Project (CFP). In early 2005, 
Big West of California LLC, a Flying J company, acquired 
the Bakersfield Refinery from Shell Oil Company.  Flying 
J is proposing to modernize and expand the existing 
refinery in order to increase production of gasoline and 
diesel fuel that meets California specifications.   
 
TECHNICAL SESSION 
Speaker : Steve Grayson 
Steve Grayson is a Sales Development Engineer for Schlumberger 
in Ventura. He received a BSEE from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in 1977. He then started as a field engineer with 
Schlumberger in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. Since then, he has 
worked in the Appalachian Basin, Canada, Texas, and Wyoming, 
in various positions over the past 30 years. He has authored papers 
involving logging and interpretation techniques in Gulf Coast thin 
beds, the fractured Devonian Shale in the Appalachian basin, and 
the Monterey formation in California. He is a past Chairman of 
the API – Coastal chapter and currently serves as the Scholarship 
Chairman.  
Topic: Detecting natural fractures in cased hole 
using shear  wave anisotropy 
 
Technical Session Sponsor  for  August: 
THANK YOU !  This month’s Tech Session is sponsored 
by Chevron USA, Inc. There will be a drawing for two $50 
gift certificates generously donated by Odis Ward for those 
who come and actively participate in this learning and 
knowledge sharing event!  
 
Technical Session Speakers Needed! 
The API is a great organization with many resources for 
networking and sharing information. Come and get the 
most of what the API has to offer and share in “what’s 
new”  in our industry. Come and be a speaker or give us 
your idea on a topic or recommended speaker for our 
session.  Please contact the following for further 
information and bookings: Alan White at 
alan_white@oxy.com 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 

 
 
Honorary L ifetime Membership 
We are always seeking others to award with this honor. If you 
know of an individual who has been a member of our chapter for a 
total of ten years, has served on the executive board for five years 
or has contributed to the success of the Chapter and has retired – 
he may be eligible for the honor of lifetime membership.  If you 
are aware of any such individuals who have met these 
requirements, please contact Ron Bender at 829-1368 with your 
nomination. 

Membership 
This is a note to All Members. The San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
of the API is having a Membership Drive. Any Member signing 
up 6 new Members will receive a free dinner at an API Dinner 
Meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Jimmy Dean 
@ 661-328-6103. 

2007 API  Scholarships 

We have awarded 30 scholarships in the total amount of $25,000 
this year. Many of the recipients are pictured below. 
First Row, Left to Right: Roxanne Martinez, Nancy Kedzierski, 
Melissa Marchand, Jadriane Bender Second Row, Left to Right: 
Amanda Bender, Jennider Hart, Justine Bender, David Swain, 
Whitney Aguirre, Keith Stevens Third Row, Left to Right: Adam 
Johnston, Kate McWhorter, Dallin Swainston, John Quintana, 
Timothy Nguyen, Jason Denis 

Not pictured: John Holcombe, Kevin Ng, Devan Meraz, Cameron 
Lewis, Janae Jacobs, Kelsey Woodard, Elizabeth Smith, Cassie 
Miller, Kirstie Brown, Stephanie Abate, Evan Korn, Mandy 
Swainston, Alexis Bynum, Joshua Kerley 

 
Upcoming Events 
The Second Annual API  Fall Fun Shoot is coming Friday, 
October 5, 2007 at the Five Dogs Shooting Range. Sign up and eat 
breakfast at 8:00 AM and start shooting at 9:00 AM. There will be 
prizes for the shooters, raffle prizes, lunch, and a special $1,000 
gift certificate raffle. The event is to raise money for the API 
Scholarship Fund and to provide all of you shooters with a good 
sporting clay shoot. The field will be limited to thirty teams so 
that everyone can finish at the same time and enjoy the lunch, 
raffles, and awards together. More details and the registration 
entry form were sent out earlier this month in a special flyer. Get 
your team together and send in that entry form quickly, because 
this event sold out last year. You can FAX your entry form to Jim 
Roberts at (661) 831-6562. If you would like to become a sponsor 
of this event, contact Jim Roberts at (661) 805-5766.  
 
The Oil Baron’s Ball will be held on Saturday, November 3, 
2007 at the Doubletree Hotel. The event co-chairs, Weldon Sons 
and Teri Seely promise another beautiful event and will be 
looking for theme ideas in the near future. So, put on your creative 
thinking caps and come up with a theme. The best idea will be 
worth a night on the town at the Petroleum Club. Theme entries 
need to be submitted no later than September 30, 2007. The 
committee is also looking for nominations for the Oil Baron and 
Baroness. Submit nominations and theme ideas to Weldon Sons at 
Weldon@imagetec.org or call him at (661) 619-5415. 
 
Gleaners “ Oil Can Do I t”  Food Dr ive Results 
At our July 17 meeting, we collected $923 in cash and checks and 
over 270 pounds of food. This is another great example of the 
giving spirit and community involvement of the API. The Golden 
Empire Gleaners has already sent a letter to the chapter thanking 
us for the generous donation. The San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
thanks you, all of our members, for contributing to this food drive 
to help those less fortunate than us. 
 
API  Website 
Go out and visit the API Website at www.apibakersfield.org. 
There are new pictures of events, archived newsletters, and links 
to other informative websites. Dan Tuttle is making steady 
improvements to the site and we will be trying to make it more 
valuable and beneficial to you. We will be coming out with 
advertising banners very soon, so keep on the lookout for them. 
 
Do You Have Any Event Photos? 
We are always on the lookout for good photos of our API events 
and activities. If you have any digital photos that you would like 
to share with the newsletter and the website please submit them to 
Mike Handren at mhandren@pxp.com I cannot guarantee that we 
will use every photo that you submit, but I can guarantee that I’d 
love the opportunity to see them and use as many as possible. We 
are really interested in any golf tournament photos that anybody 
may have right now, and we will be providing the opportunity for 
a bunch of photographers at the Fall Fun Shoot and the Oil 
Baron’s Ball because we will be supplying the cameras at every 
table. But don’ t wait for the next event - send in your photos now! 

Special Notice Regarding the API  Newsletter  
 
Our mailing address list for the newsletter has 
become outdated.  If you wish to continue 
receiving a hard copy of the newsletter, please 
advise Mike Handren so that an accurate mailing 
list can be maintained. If you do not notify us, 
you will be dropped from the snail mail list. His 
phone number is (661) 395-5334 and his e-mail 
address is mhandren@pxp.com. 



 

 

NACE Basic Corrosion Class 
September 24 – 28, 2007 
Bakersfield, California 

Cost is $980 
This is the first time this course has been offered in 
Bakersfield. Take advantage of the local offering 
and save on travel expenses. This course is one of 
the requirements for the NACE International 
Corrosion Technician Certification. 
 
For more information, contact Starlyn Brown at 
665-7446 or srbrown@aeraenergy.com 

Suppor t Our  Adver tisers 
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If you would like to advertise in the API 
Newsletter, submit your business card to 
Mike Handren. The cost of advertising is 
$30 per month or $200 for the entire year of 
ten issues of the newsletter. 



 

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
P.O. Box 1064 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
 
 Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
James McClard 
Baker Oil Tools 

763-6338 
james_mcclard@oxy.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Jodi King 
Elco Inc. 
837-4980 

Jking@elcoinc.com 

TREASURER 
Sandy Ward Sons 

Image Tech 
399-7976 

sales@imagetec.org 

SECRETARY 
Charlie McWhorter 

Wilson Supply 
809-0298 

cmcwhorter@iwilson.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Jimmy Dean 
BJ Services 
805-8690 

James_E_Dean@bjservices.com 
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API would like to thank the following for 
their door prizes at the August meeting:  
Ron Bender  – McJunkin; Bud Sacs – Texaco Retired 
Dave Lefler  – Naftex; Bob Armstrong – Univar  
Char lie McWorter  – Wilson; Mike Sansuben – BJ 
Scott Myers – BJ; James McClard – Baker  Oil Tools 
John Braun – Braun Electr ic; Star lyn Brown - Clar iant 
Jimmy Dean – BJ; Roger  Putman – Total Western 
James Lew – RBI Coil Tools; Ed Rodr iquez – B& L Casing 
Services; Lynn Gudmundson - Premier  Equipment 
Teresa Grove – Bakersfield Mitsubishi; Robin Brassfield – 
Robins Envirovac; Whitney Peckfelder  – McJunkin; 

Pacific Process Systems 
Dawn Ker ley, Realtor  – Delfino Proper ties  

 
Thank you to L inda McClard of Domino Plastics 
for sponsoring the July Technical Session. She  
generously donated two $50 gift certificates, one for 
Chili’s and one for Red Lobster.  

 
A special thanks to Roger Putnam of Total 
Western for supplying the refreshments at the July 
meeting.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

August  September 
S M T W Thu F Sat  S M T W Thu F Sat 

   1 2 3 4  
 

      1 
 

5 6 7 API 
Board 

8 9 10 11  2 3 4 API  
Board 

5 6 7 8 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

19 20 21 API 
general 
meeting 

22 23 AADE 24 25  16 17 18 API 
General 
Meeting 

19 20 
AADE 

21 22 

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 If you would like an industry event posted in the calendar, contact Mike Handren, mhandren@pxp.com. 


